
NEW RIVER STATE PARK
PARK PROFILE

PARK PURPOSE STATEMENT

On September 11, 1976, President Gerald Ford signed into law a bill creating a 26.5-mile stretch of National
Scenic River along the New River of North Carolina.  His action culminated a 14-year effort by the citizens
of North Carolina and the nation as well as local, state and federal officials.  Their aim was to preserve the
scenic character of the river corridor while providing for continued agricultural use of the land.  They also
wanted to avoid the displacement of local people from a proposed dam project that threatened the disruption
of their lifestyles and culture.

Earlier, in 1974 and 1975, the General Assembly had designated the 26.5-mile segment of river as a State
Scenic River.  In this legislation, the General Assembly stated that any plans for the New River corridor were
to provide for continued use of the lands adjacent to the river for normal agricultural activities, including but
not limited to cultivation of crops, raising of cattle, growing of trees and other practices necessary to such
agricultural pursuits.  The legislation also restricted the total property that could be acquired for state park
purposes to 2,200 acres.  In 1999, legislation passed the general assembly to remove this acreage cap from
New River State Park.  Critical parcels may be acquired as they become available.

The state works to preserve the significant scenic values of the river corridor by encouraging the continuation
of local agricultural uses of the land, acquiring key parcels and advocating local land-use planning.  The
area’s mixture of free-flowing water, rock outcrops, pastoral land and active agriculture creates scenery of
national significance.  The line of sight from the river surface, which offers the best view of the scenic
values, reflects a mixture of pastoral landscapes, active agriculture and undeveloped woodland areas.

The isolation of the New River from urban areas has helped create a local culture reflecting the region’s
resourceful, creative, independent and self-sufficient residents.  The local citizens worked for the protection
of the local culture as a fundamental purpose of the state and federal river designations, as well as the
establishment of the state park.  The New River area also has potentially significant archaeologic value due
to its location near the intersection of three major sub-areas of the Eastern Woodlands Archaeological Area.
It is estimated that sites along the river will provide information on 10,000 years of human habitation in the
Appalachians.

As one of the oldest river systems in the world, the New River corridor includes significant geological values.
The New River formed the headwaters of the ancient Teays River, which was mature by the time the
Appalachian Mountains were formed.  The South Fork of the New River flows through some of the oldest
rocks in the United States.  Rocks related to these have been dated at 1.1 billion years.

The park offers access to valuable canoeing, camping, fishing and picnicking opportunities.  It is also an
important resource for interpretive and environmental education activities that teach the archaeological,
geological and biological significance of the area.

Significant biological values include two threatened fish species, one threatened insect species and seven
special concern fish species.  Five plant species in the corridor are threatened because they are on the
periphery of their range.



New River was authorized as a state park and state river so that its valuable scenic, archaeological,
geological, recreational and biological values could be protected.  The Division of Parks and Recreation is
charged with preserving these values and providing park experiences that promote pride in and understanding
of North Carolina’s natural heritage.

PRIMARY INTERPRETIVE THEMES

Geologic History:  This theme focuses on the age of the river and river morphology.

Ecology:  This theme focuses on the river’s natural  communities and water quality.

Cultural History:  This theme focuses on the human-use history of the river corridor and the struggle to
maintain the integrity of this quality ecosystem.

STATISTICS

Visitation (1998) 154,336
Operating Budget (FY 98-99) $ 394,095
Revenue (FY 98-99) $ 14,765

VISITOR FACILITIES

Canoe-in primitive campgrounds with showers (32 sites) River fishing
Picnic areas (3) and shelter (1) Community building (1)
5 Hiking trails (4.6 miles total)

CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATIONS NEEDS

1 The general development—Site 3, Phase II project will construct 25 camp sites,
amphitheater, 100 car parking, 80 picnic units with tables, 12 parking spaces, 3 wells
with pumphouses, 6-vehicle storage building, maintenance building, 2 residences,
shop building, picnic shelter with fireplace, flammable storage building, standard
visitor center, washhouse, 800 ft. access road, exhibit dioramas, lumber storage shed,
warehouse, mulching toilet,  provide grill and trash can, improve 12 primitive camp
sites and supply office/visitor center furniture and equipment.

$ 4,793,727

2 The general development—Site 5 project will construct four 25-car parking lots,
4000 ft. entrance road upgrade, 1400 ft. interior road to canoe launch, Dot road
upgrade of 2400 ft. outside of park, 60 picnic tables, 400 ft. picnic area spur road, 60
grills, 2 picnic shelters with toilets, 2 septic systems, extension of electric and water
line service and development of 2 group camps with 50-car parking, water line
extension and a Clevis Multrum toilet.

2,216,257

3 The office and ranger residence—Site 5 project (land dependent) constructs a
contact station/storage building and a residence.

428,770

4 The outer loop trail—Site 5 project develops 3 miles of trail with signage and trail
side displays.

220,461



5 The trails—Site 3 project constructs 3 miles of trail with signage and displays. 220,878
6 The rest stop—Sites 2 and 4 project (land dependent) provides the following

facilities for each site:  600 ft. access road, well, canoe tie-up structure, 10 picnic
sites with tables, fire rings and trash receptacle and river signage.

258,144

7 The residence and group camp—Site 1 project (land dependent) constructs a group
camp, Clevis Multrum toilet, water line extension and residence.

292,509

TOTAL:  $ 8,430,746

REGISTERED NATURAL HERITAGE AREAS

New River State Park currently has no Registered Natural Heritage Areas.

POTENTIAL ADDITIONS TO REGISTERED NATURAL HERITAGE AREAS

Wagoner Road Access Natural Area:  The Rich Cove Forest community with its diversity of species,
including three rare species, may be eligible for inclusion in a Registered Natural Heritage Area.

Additional inventory of the river corridor may locate and document other areas eligible for inclusion in
Registered Natural Heritage Areas.

AMERICAN HERITAGE RIVER

On July 30, 1998, President Clinton designated the New River as an American Heritage River, one of only
fourteen rivers nationwide to receive the designation.  The honor will allow the New River community,
through federal liaisons called “river navigators”, to tap into existing federal resources and expertise to
protect and restore the waterway and its heritage.  The designation also recognizes past efforts to protect the
river.

FUTURE LAND ACQUISITION NEEDS

Completion of the New River State Park master plan will require the acquisition of 662 acres.  Land
acquisition objectives are to provide public access to the river, enhance recreational opportunities along the
river and protect the visual resources and water quality of the river.

Master Plan Total Acreage 2,200 acres
Current Park Acreage 1,538 acres

Acquisition Needs    662 acres



1999 STAFF POSITIONS

Permanent Seasonal Peak Load

Park Superintendent II 1 Park Attendant 5

Park Ranger III 1 General Utility Worker 1

Park Ranger II 2 Office Assistant 1

Park Ranger I 2

Maintenance Mechanic III 1

Maintenance Mechanic II 1

Office Assistant III 1

PROPOSED STAFF ADDITIONS

Permanent Seasonal Peak Load

Ranger I 1 Park Attendant 3 months 2 Clerk/Typist 1

Office Assistant III 1 Park Attendant 6 months 2

Maintenance Mechanic IV 1 General Utility Worker 1

General Utility Worker 1 Seasonal Ranger 1


